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22 October 1957

FRAORANDUM FCOR PRCCRD

br. Zygmunt Nagorski

Intelliosence Production Division, USTE/,
met on October 16, 1957 witi
on the subject of attitudes of youth in the

25X1A9%9a
25X1A5a1

Soviet Union.,

spent 30 days in
tussie this past summer, arriving in lMoscow July 27th, the nicht before

the ko 4in Egqtival.

_was travelling in the Soviet Union, (Leningrad,

Pushkin, Tbilisi, Moscow etc.) as a tourist® and in no way participated
in the commmunist-soonsored festival. He remerked tnat as a mess
spectacle tie ovening-dav parade was 2o%AS&ht or "Nuernberg 1935
or of Gecil B. Delille production.” _talked with only one

U. 5. delerate toc the festival, but sensed a restlessness among the
visitors as the "show" dragged on too long. Many2BXsbAR@ asked

viy more Americans did not attend the Festival. [N -c-xplzined
tihat altnough the festival outwardly was staged as a meeting-place
for young people in the cause of peace and friendsnip, the govern-
rents ol thac free world were aware of the true nature of the festival:
an instrument for communist orosagenda. The Stat2B¥tAbaht s there-
fore, discouraged U. S. participation. As far as | covld
ovserve, it would be advantaceous to send a much laryser, well-briefed
ond well-screened crose section of American anti-Commmnists +o
Peiving for the next festival in 1959,

25X1A5a1

28X 1A5aL points cf interest brouzut out in our conversation
withi was the fact t..at the Russisn people, especislly the
students, were curious and eager to telk to Americans on all subjects,
(mostly non=-political) with particulsr emphasis on the American way
of life. Tne alleged Anti-Americanism and nostility towsrd Z@X1AS5a1l
Capitalist countries were almost non-existent. Furtbierimore

met only a few people who gave him straicnt "oarty-line!" answers and
. . o ]
only one or two wiho werc firm Conmg@{*%ilevers. A most significamt £

epilsode took place at thne time of visit to an acriculturali
institute in Pushkin. (4 city where foreigners were not expected to
travel.) When ne arrived at the institute, he was immediately ]
surrounded by 80 or more students who anxiously asked such questions [
as "Tell us what really hanpened in Hungary#, They incuired about tif
U. 5. attitude toward the banning of the MM bomb, the average wage

. 25X1A5a1

_ followsd a tour erranged by Cosmos Travel Azency.,
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and cost of living in the U. S,., Negro discrimination and the Ku Klux
Klan, ("how many lyncnings do you remember last year?"), American
propaganda, tne military allocation in our national budget, etc. Oddly
enough, (unless compr ﬁéﬁ Yas lacking) the students appeared to
accept almost all of answers-even on tie guestion of Suexw
and Soviet aggression in Hungary. The subject of the Korean war met
with considerable stubbornness: tiie Russians were not the aggressors-
tne South Koreans, or perhaps, at worst, the North Korcans. 95X1A5a1

Throughout his conversations in lsrze or small groups,

maintained a most workable epproach. His Russian is good (although
not good encugh to pass as a native) and in spite of the fact tnat he
was usually approached in English, he telked to the Russian people in
their language.® First of all, he distingusdhed between the peace-
loving Russian people and the schemes of Khrushchev and the Soviet
regime, Secondly, e almost never discussed any controversizal subject
without mentioning certain wegk points in the U, S, system
as well as strong points in the USSR, _was conscious of very
little surveillanczfgﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁ%15pecific dases cited usually involved the
Russians, and n%iS

In Moscow, _Was frequently asked questions about restrictions
on tourists comipne into the U, S. Russians associate our finger-printing
procedure WiUZQ%QEﬁééﬂs and do not approve of such an immigration
stipulation. explained that every foreigner, - not just the
Soviet people,-mmust be finger printed upon entering the U, S,, but when
travelling in this country from city tc city, onlyforeigners with a
criminal record must register wititi the police. He' pointed out that he
nad to surrender nis pastoort to theofficiels wherever he went in US3R,
but that no such demand was made upon foreigners in USA., The crowd
listening to these facts seemed to understend the difference.

The circulat28XbASBibrican magazines and emigre! publications
was mentioned by || icterrozators on several occasions.
Apparently, Amerika was put on the bookstands in large gquantity but
no Russian dared to buy it. Westerners coming to the festival would
see that this American wmagazine for Soviet consumption was not selling
at all well in Moscow. Another source, who had been in Russia at this
same time, commented that usually Amerika is so popular that one could
only be sure of procuring a copy immediately after distribution on
tiie newstands. Many Russian students wanted copies of Time and
U.3. News and World Report but thought better of accepting them when
Garthoff offerred sample copies. They also wanted more emigre!
publications though it has been reported the influence of such literature
on tine Russian people is negligivle.

25X1A5a1

%Thoug;h unable to pass for a Russian student,-met a group
oi Wstilyagi® on the street and joined in their unsuccessful attempts
to pose as Americans who wanted to be accepted in a particular
restaurant in Moscow.
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_ was often asked what he liked and disliked most

about the Soviet Union. He answered that ne disliked the lack of
freedom of expression and the obvious suppression of information on
the true picture of international events. He indicated that since

“e had been in Russis, he had no idea what really was going on in

the world whereas in the U. S. we find all the news by reading the
newspapers and listening to the radio. 25xtASAthe Russien people--
in this case, a few Army officers wiom |GGG < 5M5&‘Etical

of the so-called progress in tne USSR. They drove past a
dilapidated lean-to used as a house. The officer's remark was:

n7his is what they mean by 'Socialist construction'...They say we

will be ahead of the United States in food production and such but

as years go by, do they think the U. S. will stand still?" Some of
tie students reminisced about the Stalinist days when they lived
better (?) and rumbled that the Molotov-Malenkov purze was unjustified.
T4 was Malenkov who had looked after their needs! There is ferment
among young peoples all over the Soviet Union., V¥&¥h of the ideological
controversies are ovound to "rub off" on the workers now that a law

has been passed tnat students must work for two years before entering
an institute ot higher learning. This change will undoubtedly expose
thf’?Bﬂ?ﬁ&QgPFOPle to problems discussed by the intellectuals.

commented briefly on the July purge and the
possibility of a military take-over. According to the Russian people
he talked with, the Soviet hierarcgyfollowsrtne ordera of Khrushchev,
Zaukov and Bulwanin. Zhukov obviously has more power now than he

has ever had before,zgaéﬂéﬂ adutomatically enhancing the significance
of the army. But inﬂ opinion, the Red general would be toe
nlast word" only in terms of military security; at all times, the
Party will remain in control. In the event of a showdown between
zoukov and Khrushchev, it is gquite possible tnat Zhukov (though
neither a man who would push for power on his own nor overly
politically agﬂ%?ﬁg&ggfﬂnﬂd.eventually icome out on top.™

We found _percéptive, inteliigent and a lively 25X1A5a1

raconteur. He is presently writing a plece on attitudes oi Soviet

Voutn and preparing an article on his trip to the jifSte]zd
' _ 25X1A5a1

{is observations in Moscow and Pusikin, the cuestions asked him
and his answers, and his general conclusions are thoroughly consistent
with those Americans who have previously reported on their conversations
with Hussians at the time of tine Festival.

25X1A9a
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